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USIA FOR EU 

E.O. 12356: DECL :OADR 
TAGS: PREL, GC , BZ , US 

SUBJECT: GDR MEDIA ATTACK PREPARATIONS FOR PRESIDENT'S 
BERLIN VISIT 

1. (U) SUMMARY: GDR MEDIA HAVE PORTRAYED THE PRESI- 
DENT'S JUNE 12 VISIT TO WEST BERLIN AS PROMPTING 
OPPRESSIVE POLICE ACTIONS AND AS THREATENING EAST-WEST 
CONTACTS. END SUMMARY. 

2. (U) AN OFFICIAL EAST GERMAN NEWS AGENCY (ADN) 
ARTICLE, READ ON THE NIGHTLY TV NEWS JUNE 10 AND FRONT- 
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PAGED IN THE NEXT DAY'S NEUES DEUTSCHLAND <ND) , PRO- 
CLAIMS "TEN THOUSAND POLICE OFFICERS ARE SUPPOSED TO 
PROTECT REAGAN." SECURITY PRECAUTIONS FOR THE PRESI- 
DENT'S VISIT, DESCRIBED AS "ONE OF THE LARGEST POLICE 
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ACTIONS IN POST-WAR HISTORY" AND THE GREATEST DEPLOYMENT 
OF POLICE EVER IN WEST BERLIN, HAVE ALLEGEDLY BEEN 
TAKEN IN RESPONSE TO EXPERIENCES DURING THE PRESIDENT'S 
LAST APPEARANCE THERE. 

3. (U) ACCORDING TO ADN, SUCH MEASURES INDICATE THAT 
U.S. AND WEST BERLIN AUTHORITIES DISTRUST AND FEAR 
LARGE SEGMENTS OF THE WEST GERMAN POPULACE. OFFICIALS 
AT GDR-WEST BERLIN BORDER CROSSINGS HAVE ALREADY BEGUN 
QUESTIONING AND DETAINING "SUSPECTED OPPONENTS OF THE 
AMERICAN ARMS POLICY," THE ARTICLE CLAIMS. IN ADDITION, 
ONLY PERSONS JUDGED "ABSOLUTELY RELIABLE" WILL BE PER- 
MITTED TO ATTEND, UNDER STRICT CONTROLS, THE SPEECH AT 
THE BRANDENBURG GATE. MOREOVER, HALF OF THOSE INVITED 
TO BERLIN'S BIRTHDAY PARTY AT TEMPELHOF, SIMILARLY "RE- 
STRICTED AND CONTROLLED BY POLICE," WERE "RECRUITED FROM 
AMONG THE U.S. GARRISON AND OTHER U.S. CITIZENS LIVING 
IN BERLIN (WEST) ," ACCORDING TO ADN, IMPLICATION BEING 
THAT VERY FEW BERLINERS WERE DEEMED TRUSTWORTHY. MEAN- 
WHILE, WEST BERLIN'S POLICE SENATOR, "WHO ORDERED THE 
BRUTAL CLUBBING OF YOUTHS IN KREUZBERG AT THE BEGINNING 
OF MAY," HAS MADE "MASSIVE THREATS" AGAINST A "PEACE 
DEMONSTRATION" PLANNED BY OVER 150 ORGANIZATIONS. 
AUTHORITIES ALLEGEDLY INTEND TO CREATE A CLIMATE OF 
"FEAR, OPPRESSION, AND UNEASINESS." 

4. (U) ADN CONCLUDES BY NOTING THAT THE PRESIDENT RE- 
PORTEDLY INTENDS TO CRITICIZE "GDR BORDER SECURITY 
INSTALLATIONS WHICH ALREADY STOOD BEFORE THE QUAD RI PAR - 
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TITE AGREEMENT. MANY RESIDENTS OF WEST BERLIN SHARE 
THE VIEW THAT THE WALL WILL NOT THEREBY FALL AWAY, BUT 
INSTEAD BECOME EVEN HIGHER." 

5. (C) COMMENT: THE GDR IS OBVIOUSLY EAGER TO "EXPOSE" 
ALLEGED POLICE OPPRESSION IN WEST BERLIN FOLLOWING 
CLASHES HERE BETWEEN POLICE AND YOUTHS LAST WEEKEND. 
TWO FURTHER PURPOSES MAY BE SERVED BY THE IMPLICIT 
LINKAGE BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT'S CRITICISM OF THE WALL 
AND EAST-WEST CONTACTS. FIRST, THE EAST GERMANS MIGHT 
HOPE TO INDUCE THE PRESIDENT TO MODERATE HIS REMARKS. 
SECOND, SHOULD THE EAST SLOW DOWN CONTACTS WITH WEST 
BERLIN FOLLOWING THE PRESIDENT'S VISIT, AS IT DID AFTER 
SPEECHES BY CHANCELLOR KOHL AND GOVERNING MAYOR DIEPGEN 
LAST MONTH, IT WILL BE IN A BETTER POSITION TO BLAME 
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THE WEST FOR THIS MOVE . 

6. MOSCOW MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. MEEHAN 
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